From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Wed Jul  7 10:20:24 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA08557; Wed, 7 Jul 93 10:20:25 -0500
Message-Id: <9307071520.AA08557@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: testing castaneda@austin.bsdi.com mailing list
Date: Wed, 07 Jul 1993 10:20:24 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

Here are the current list members.

    Tony Sanders <sanders@bsdi.com>
    Osiel Bonfim <bonfim@xray.phys.uh.edu>
    Eric Lochner <lochner@fsuhep.physics.fsu.edu>

If you know of anyone else interested tell them to contact:
    castaneda-request@austin.bsdi.com.
I'm hoping I can dig up some more people.  I've only posted to
talk.religion.misc and t.r.newage.  If you can think of any place else
feel free to spread the word.


What are you interested in talking about?

I found it very interesting that many religious and metaphysical ideas
can be explained in terms of what Don Juan describes.  E.g., Astral
projection could be "dreaming".  The biblical "live each day as though
it were your last" is the warriors way.

I found it very difficult to extract the "core" teachings of Don Juan.
In each book you pretty much have to forget most of the stuff from the
previous book yet it's all important to understanding what Don Juan is
saying.

I've read 8 volumes (through The Power of Silence).  Is there anything
after that?  Pointers to related works would be helpful.  I'm working on
my second reading now.


I am very non-religious (it's the scientist in me I suppose) but I found
Don Juan's explanation compelling enough to experiment and I have had
several episodes that I would describe as "dreaming" since then.  I have
setup a test to try and confirm my experiences but it's slow going.

Mail to castaneda-request@austin.bsdi.com for additions/deletions.

    +--+
    |  |____   ------------------------
  __|       |  Tony Sanders            
  \         |  sanders@BSDI.COM        
   \/\  * _/   Voice   + 1 512 251 1937
      \_ /                             
        \|

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Tue Jul 20 22:16:52 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA14563; Tue, 20 Jul 93 22:16:53 -0500
Message-Id: <9307210316.AA14563@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: New castaneda book
Errors-To: sanders@BSDI.COM
Reply-To: sanders@bsdi.com
Organization: Berkeley Software Design, Inc.
Date: Tue, 20 Jul 1993 22:16:52 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

Paul Dokas <pbd@runyon.cim.cdc.com>, points out (in t.r.n) that there is
a new Castaneda book out about called "The Art of Dreaming".

I've made my first read-through but I can't really say much about it other
than it's implications are quite frightening and compelling (as are the
other books).  It does contain quite a few pointers for people interested
in pursuing dreaming.

I can also say that it "feels" different than the other books.

--sanders

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Thu Jul 22 15:40:25 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA04681; Thu, 22 Jul 93 15:40:25 -0500
Message-Id: <9307222040.AA04681@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Experiences
Errors-To: sanders@BSDI.COM
Reply-To: sanders@bsdi.com
Organization: Berkeley Software Design, Inc.
Date: Thu, 22 Jul 1993 15:40:25 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

Now that we have some list members anyone want to share any experiences?

I've been practicing dreaming and have had some interesting experiences.
I am able to look at my hands in a dream and mostly control what goes on.
I can't enter dreaming at will but most nights when I really try I can
have some level of success.  I can say the the experience of dreaming
is qualitatively different than normal dreams, real or not it's different.

Once, in dreaming, I went downstairs and opened my door and found someone
waiting outside for me.  Very scary.  Same "person" poped up in another
dream that same night.  Both times I forced myself to wake up.  I haven't
done much dreaming since (this was about a week ago).

I've had a friend of mine write me a message and leave it at their work,
now I just have to try and get there and see if I can read the message.
Dunno what I'll do if it works :-)

After reading _The Art of Dreaming_ I have some more concrete things to try.

_The Art of Dreaming_ gives you several practical steps for "dreaming".
Don Juan says there are seven gates of Dreaming, only the first four are
covered in this book (as far as I can tell anyway), the first being aware
you are falling asleep and being able to sustain the sight of things in
your dreaming (this is covered in other books also so I'm not giving
anything away).  Lots of other interesting bits in the book if you go
along for the ride.

I would also like to hear more from Len and how he thinks this all fits
in with Jewish beliefs (which I admit to not knowing much about).

--sanders

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Fri Jul 23 14:34:03 1993
Received: from panix.com by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA09393; Fri, 23 Jul 93 13:34:12 -0500
Received: by panix.com id AA15745
  (5.65c/IDA-1.4.4 for castaneda@austin.bsdi.com); Fri, 23 Jul 1993 14:34:03 -0400
From: Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
Message-Id: <199307231834.AA15745@panix.com>
Subject: Re: Experiences
To: castaneda@austin.bsdi.com
Date: Fri, 23 Jul 1993 14:34:03 -0400 (EDT)
~Reply-To: moskowit@panix.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Length: 6164      
Status: O

Tony Sanders writes:

> Now that we have some list members anyone want to share any
> experiences?

I see something that might be the "lines of the world."  They appear as
a tangle of translucent "fibers" along which travel points of "light"
that are incredibly intense, the whitest "light" that I can imagine.  (I
quote those words because they are not seen in the normal way, and
that's the only way I can convey what I see.)  Without a teacher to
confirm what I see though, I can't place much stock in these experiences
-- they might be physiological artifacts with no meaning at all.

I most easily see these odd lines when I gaze at the sky.  I shut off
the internal dialog, let my eyes go a bit out of focus, and within a few
seconds the "lines" become visible against the background of sky.  The
more I quiet myself, the clearer the sight.  When I'm{very quiet I can
follow individual points as they make their way along the tangle of
fibers.  Over time and with practice it's become easier to get to the
state where the lines are visible.

The shutting off of the internal dialog came about as a result of
focussed prayer, concentrated Torah learning, and simple sitting (what
some would call zazen: counting of the breath and then just sitting --
shikantaza).  I also tried Castaneda's walking with the fingers
partially curled and slightly defocussing the vision to overload the
senses -- that works well too if you have the regular opportunity to
walk a mile or two.  I suppose mantra meditation could also achieve the
same effect.

> I've been practicing dreaming and have had some interesting experiences.
> I am able to look at my hands in a dream and mostly control what goes on.
> I can't enter dreaming at will but most nights when I really try I can
> have some level of success.  I can say the the experience of dreaming
> is qualitatively different than normal dreams, real or not it's different.
> 
> Once, in dreaming, I went downstairs and opened my door and found someone
> waiting outside for me.  Very scary.  Same "person" poped up in another
> dream that same night.  Both times I forced myself to wake up.  I haven't
> done much dreaming since (this was about a week ago).
>
> I've had a friend of mine write me a message and leave it at their work,
> now I just have to try and get there and see if I can read the message.
> Dunno what I'll do if it works :-)

Tony hints at what to me is the key question: what is it that
we're trying to accomplish?  Personally, I'd like to tighten up my life
enough to be able to "see" the luminous body.  There's a Jewish
tradition that some folks (usually great sages) are able to see the
energy body's internal and external aspects.  We have very detailed
descriptions of it, it's genesis and its connection to the world.  In
Judaism "seeing" achieved by living a dedicated Jewish lifestyle and
Torah study, but like Castaneda's path it involves shutting off the
internal dialog, cutting emotional/spiritual ties to past events via a
process similar to recapitulation (called "tshuvah"), and tightening up
one's life.


I find it exceedingly strange that after all these years of reading
Castaneda, I still don't have any idea what his goal is.  I understand
the idea of lighting up all of the fibers at once, achieving ultimate
perception, and escaping form the world (running past the "Eagle"), but
what does that mean?  Where do they go?  What's the point?  Who's to say
that returning our awareness to the "Eagle" is a bad thing?

And why is he writing all these books?  What's the three-pronged
Nagual's rule?  What role do the women play?

> After reading _The Art of Dreaming_ I have some more concrete things to try.
> 
> _The Art of Dreaming_ gives you several practical steps for "dreaming".
> Don Juan says there are seven gates of Dreaming, only the first four are
> covered in this book (as far as I can tell anyway), the first being aware
> you are falling asleep and being able to sustain the sight of things in
> your dreaming (this is covered in other books also so I'm not giving
> anything away).  Lots of other interesting bits in the book if you go
> along for the ride.

What scares me a bit about Castaneda's path is that it draws exclusively
(according to the latest book) on the energy of the non-organic entities
and their world.  Castaneda makes a point of explaining how those
entities want to draw on our energy and entice dreamers into their world
so as to capture them (for all time) and draw on their energy.  It's
very dangerous, especially without a reliable teacher/guide.

There's a parallel in Judaism.  For some of you, this will sound odd,
but if you think that Castaneda's stories are fact and not fiction, it
shouldn't be too far of a stretch.  Certain parts of Judaism deal
extensively with the world of dreaming.  Perceived in one way, as Don
Juan puts it in the latest book, the world is structured like an onion,
and we can move between the layers.  There are higher worlds and there
are lower worlds.

For example, Jews have a practice of washing our hands in a very
specific manner upon awakening; this is to wash away the residue of the
lower world entities that nurse on our energy via our fingertips during
sleep.  The fingertips are an energy interface and during sleep the
entities attempt to draw energy from us; depending on our personal
integrity (personal power?) they may or may not succeed.  These entities
are from the world that seeks to capture souls so as to exist upon the
energy that the souls receive from the higher worlds.  This parallel
makes me more than a bit concerned about the source of energy that
Castaneda is drawing on.

> I would also like to hear more from Len and how he thinks this all fits
> in with Jewish beliefs (which I admit to not knowing much about).

I like how Don Juan says that ultimately everything is a mystery of the
Spirit, completely unfathomable to humans.  Very Jewish!

I hope this note began to answer your question.


Does anyone have a teacher?  Care to tell us about them?

What's everyone's background?  You all probably know that I'm an Orthodox
Jew.


Len Moskowitz
moskowit@panix.com



From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Fri Jul 23 16:06:09 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA09747; Fri, 23 Jul 93 16:06:09 -0500
Message-Id: <9307232106.AA09747@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Experiences 
In-Reply-To: Your message of Fri, 23 Jul 93 14:34:03 EDT.
Errors-To: sanders@BSDI.COM
Reply-To: sanders@bsdi.com
Organization: Berkeley Software Design, Inc.
Date: Fri, 23 Jul 1993 16:06:09 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

Len Moskowitz writes:

> Tony hints at what to me is the key question: what is it that
> we're trying to accomplish?
I got the first book by winning it in a silly contest at a party.  I found
it very interesting (I've always been interested in hallucinogenic
experiences) and I liked Castaneda's writing style so I wanted to read
some more.  I had no idea what the other books were about.  My "goal" now
it just to try and understand it and prove to myself if it's real or not.
So far I've been able to collaborate a lot of things in dreaming but like
you said, it could just be an overactive imagination.

> I find it exceedingly strange that after all these years of reading
> Castaneda, I still don't have any idea what his goal is.  I understand
> the idea of lighting up all of the fibers at once, achieving ultimate
> perception, and escaping form the world (running past the "Eagle"), but
> what does that mean?
Total perception, total awareness, total freedom.

> Where do they go?
The impression I have gotten is that your awareness expands and becomes
part of everything (you become one with the Eagle).

> What's the point?
To avoid losing your awareness forever.  Just like heaven only different.

> Who's to say that returning our awareness to the "Eagle" is a bad thing?
In _The Eagle's Gift_, under The Rule of the Nagual it says, "[each being]
has the power to keep the flame of awareness", which implies that otherwise
you lose it.  It's not really a bad-thing but it's doesn't have quite the
same appeal as the alternative.

> What scares me a bit about Castaneda's path is that it draws exclusively
> (according to the latest book) on the energy of the non-organic entities
> and their world.  Castaneda makes a point of explaining how those
> entities want to draw on our energy and entice dreamers into their world
> so as to capture them (for all time) and draw on their energy.  It's
> very dangerous, especially without a reliable teacher/guide.
Yeah, that's a bummer, but it's not clear that there is any other way.

Don Juan says something about this having to do with the old sorcerers
(page 181 in _The Art of Dreaming_) but it's not clear.  Also he says:
    There is no other viable energy for sorcerers.  In order to maneuver
    the assemblage point in the manner they do, sorcerers need an inordinate
    amount of energy.
And he goes on to say that alone we have only enough energy to "set up
dreaming", and that the more advanced feats require alien energy.

I wonder if this bit has been left out of traditional religions because
they just didn't like it and made up God as a "pure" source of energy.
Or perhaps they simply mistook the the inorganic beings as God.  I mean
if you didn't have the big picture and were suddenly whisked off to their
world it would be an easy mistake to make.

I think the scariest part is, good or bad, most of us meet the same fate.
We like to believe that for the tiny bit of good we do we will be
rewarded and that we can help our fellow man.  If you think about
it this is just our supreme arrogance.

> For example, Jews have a practice of washing our hands in a very
> specific manner upon awakening; this is to wash away the residue of the
> lower world entities that nurse on our energy via our fingertips during
Don Juan often dunked Castaneda in the water for similar reasons.

> What's everyone's background?  You all probably know that I'm an Orthodox
> Jew.
I'm mostly an atheist/computer programmer.

I have not been able to shut off my internal dialog yet.  I've been
mostly doing dreaming stuff.  I plan on trying some meditation techniques
and possibly even acupunture (which my wife has had good results with
for allergy problems after three years of failure using western medicine).

Has anyone read any of the other books by Taisha Abelar or Florinda Donner?
_The Art of Dreaming_ mentions that Florinda Grua is a member of Castaneda's
group and Florinda Donner was a member of Don Juan's group (which
disappeared sometime before 1984 supposedly leaving Florinda Donner behind
to take care of Castaneda's group).  Do I have this right or am I mixing
things up?

Also, in my "The Fire from Within" book it says "Juan, Don, 1891 -" in
the section about the Library of Congress information.  Is 1891 supposed
the birth date of Don Juan?

In the local new-age book store they had the Castaneda books in the
"fiction" section.  Do they know something we don't?

Mail to castaneda-request@austin.bsdi.com for additions/deletions.

    +--+
    |  |____   ------------------------
  __|       |  Tony Sanders
  \         |  sanders@BSDI.COM
   \/\  * _/   Voice   + 1 512 251 1937
      \_ /
        \|

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Fri Jul 23 22:20:09 1993
From: "Wayne Cronin" <p00361@psilink.com>
Subject: Re: Welcome (we are up to 9 members now)
To: castaneda@austin.bsdi.com
Date: Fri, 23 Jul 93 22:20:09 +0000
Message-Id: <2952540081.0.p00361@psilink.com>
In-Reply-To: <9307231753.AA07218@austin.BSDI.COM>
X-Mailer: PSILink-DOS (3.3)
Status: O

>DATE:   Fri, 23 Jul 1993 12:53:18 -0500
>FROM:   Tony Sanders <sanders@BSDI.COM>
>
>Here is my new welcome message for the castaneda mailing list.  If you have
>any other data about books or magazine info please forward it to the list.
>If someone wants to write up a short paragraph about what 'castaneda' is
>all about I'll be happy to stick it in the message.
>
>>>>>>>>>
>
>Welcome to the Carlos Castaneda mailing list.  This list is primarly
>to talk about the ideas and experiences covered in Carlos Castaneda's
>books.  Related topics are welcome.
>
>If you know of anyone else interested in joining the list have them contact:
>    castaneda-request@austin.bsdi.com
>
>Books by Carlos Castaneda:
>    The Teachings of Don Juan: A Yaqui Way of Knowledge, 1968
>    A Separate Reality: Further Conversations with Don Juan, 1971
>    Journey to Ixtlan: The Lessons of Don Juan, 1972
>    Tales of Power, 1974
>    The Second Ring of Power, 1977
>    The Eagle's Gift, 1981
>    The Fire from Within, 1984
>    The Power of Silence, 1987
>    The Art of Dreaming, 1993
>
>Books by Taisha Abelar
>    The Witch's Dream, ????
>    Sorcerer's Crossing, 1992
>
>Books by Florinda Donner
>    Shabono, 1982

 You have these mixed up. Donner wrote Being-In-Dreaming, Shabono,
 and The Witch's Dream. Abelar wrote Sorcerer's Crossing (and, as
 far as I know, no other books).

 You also had your Florindas mixed up in another message I saw today.
 Florinda Donner is in CC's group, the other Florinda is the one who
 stayed behind from Don Juan's group (because she was closer to the
 nagual Julian, as I recall). Both are still "here".


>
>Other
>    Magical Blend, April 1992, #32 (interview with Florinda Donner? I think)

 Just off the press: Magical Blend, Issue #40. An interview with Taisha
 (how the heck is that pronounced, anyway?) Abelar, and some older info
 from CC. Also in this issue, in the classifieds under "Announcements":

   Castaneda Seminars. Study relevant applications
   to daily living of the teachings of Don Juan.
   Don Farber, M.A., San Francisco Bay Area.
   415-383-3572

 In Magical Blend #39, an ad for "The Rim Institute" listed a joint
 appearance by Abelar, Donner, and Carol Teigs (hmm, I thought Carol
 was supposed to have left with Don Juan's group - maybe this is a
 peculiarity of the rule for the three-pronged nagual, which we never
 got to find out about). Anyway, this appearance was scheduled for
 July 23-25. Too late now, but they may be appearing elsewhere!


------- End of Forwarded Message

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Sat Jul 24 22:31:02 1993
Received: from panix.com by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA11672; Sat, 24 Jul 93 21:31:08 -0500
Received: by panix.com id AA22227
  (5.65c/IDA-1.4.4 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Sat, 24 Jul 1993 22:31:02 -0400
From: Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
Message-Id: <199307250231.AA22227@panix.com>
Subject: Re: Experiences
To: sanders@bsdi.com
Date: Sat, 24 Jul 1993 22:31:02 -0400 (EDT)
Cc: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
In-Reply-To: <9307232106.AA09747@austin.BSDI.COM> from "Tony Sanders" at Jul 23, 93 04:06:09 pm
~Reply-To: moskowit@panix.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Length: 5653      
Status: O

Tony Sanders writes:

> > I find it exceedingly strange that after all these years of reading
> > Castaneda, I still don't have any idea what his goal is.  I understand
> > the idea of lighting up all of the fibers at once, achieving ultimate
> > perception, and escaping form the world (running past the "Eagle"), but
> > what does that mean?
>
> Total perception, total awareness, total freedom.

It's not clear that leaving the world brings total freedom.  It might
equally bring total annihalation or slavery to the non-organics.  Total
perception might be for a single moment -- a burn-out, so to speak.
It's left as a mystery, no?

> > Where do they go?
>
> The impression I have gotten is that your awareness expands and becomes
> part of everything (you become one with the Eagle).

I don't think Castaneda's made that clear.  He's said you go "around the
Eagle to freedom," no?
 
> > What's the point?
>
> To avoid losing your awareness forever.  Just like heaven only
> different.

What's the value in that?

Like heaven?  First you have to tell me what heaven is.  <grin>

> > Who's to say that returning our awareness to the "Eagle" is a bad thing?
> In _The Eagle's Gift_, under The Rule of the Nagual it says, "[each being]
> has the power to keep the flame of awareness", which implies that otherwise
> you lose it.  It's not really a bad-thing but it's doesn't have quite the
> same appeal as the alternative.

This implies that the old morbid sorcerors really knew everything.  From
the Jewish perspective those guys were on the wrong track.  There are
other sources (at least one) of energy that are less dangerous and that
are not based on trying to gain power over other people.  Isn't that's
where all the sorcerors' knowledge comes from?

> > What scares me a bit about Castaneda's path is that it draws exclusively
> > (according to the latest book) on the energy of the non-organic entities
> > and their world.  Castaneda makes a point of explaining how those
> > entities want to draw on our energy and entice dreamers into their world
> > so as to capture them (for all time) and draw on their energy.  It's
> > very dangerous, especially without a reliable teacher/guide.
>
> Yeah, that's a bummer, but it's not clear that there is any other way.

Jews know of one.  The non-organic entities ("allies") use energy that's
ours (and other beings') to begin with.  They reflect it back and that's
what sorceror's use.  The other way is to use the direct energy, tap
into the source directly.

> Don Juan says something about this having to do with the old sorcerers
> (page 181 in _The Art of Dreaming_) but it's not clear.  Also he says:
>     There is no other viable energy for sorcerers.  In order to maneuver
>     the assemblage point in the manner they do, sorcerers need an inordinate
>     amount of energy.
> And he goes on to say that alone we have only enough energy to "set up
> dreaming", and that the more advanced feats require alien energy.

Jews have lots of stories about the sages travelling instantaneously
(they even keep their clothes on!), visiting other worlds, doing all
kinds of things that sound like sorcery (trees moving around,
incarnating animals from the inorganic, disappearing into other worlds
in a flash of fire, and others).  They draw on another source and
specifically avoid the very dangerous non-organic world.  So for me,
Castaneda's on a dangerously wrong track, though his description of us
as energy beings is essentially correct.

> I wonder if this bit has been left out of traditional religions because
> they just didn't like it and made up God as a "pure" source of energy.
> Or perhaps they simply mistook the the inorganic beings as God.  I mean
> if you didn't have the big picture and were suddenly whisked off to their
> world it would be an easy mistake to make.

Or perhaps some of them knew (know) more than the sorcerors?  So far
that's what I conclude.

> I think the scariest part is, good or bad, most of us meet the same fate.
> We like to believe that for the tiny bit of good we do we will be
> rewarded and that we can help our fellow man.  If you think about
> it this is just our supreme arrogance.

One thing that bothers me about Castaneda is that all his efforts are
essentially selfish.  They don't help the world-at-large at all.  That
worries me and makes me suspect.

> > For example, Jews have a practice of washing our hands in a very
> > specific manner upon awakening; this is to wash away the residue of the
> > lower world entities that nurse on our energy via our fingertips during
> Don Juan often dunked Castaneda in the water for similar reasons.

I think that those dunkings were to re-integrate him (to make him solid
again) rather than to wash off any residue of the non-organic entities.
Have you read this differently?

> Has anyone read any of the other books by Taisha Abelar or Florinda
> Donner?

I read Abelar's book and Donner's second book.  I read that Donner's
first book is supposed to have a significant amount of plagiarized
material?

> Also, in my "The Fire from Within" book it says "Juan, Don, 1891 -" in
> the section about the Library of Congress information.  Is 1891 supposed
> the birth date of Don Juan?

He's supposed to have erased his personal history.  That makes any
information about him very suspect.

> In the local new-age book store they had the Castaneda books in the
> "fiction" section.  Do they know something we don't?

There's no way to prove it one way or the other except through personal
experience, though his doctoral committee accepted it as fact: they gave
him his Ph.D. for the first book.


From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Sun Jul 25 08:20:10 1993
Received: from uxa.cso.uiuc.edu by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA12348; Sun, 25 Jul 93 08:20:26 -0500
Received: by uxa.cso.uiuc.edu id AA26031
  (5.67a/IDA-1.5 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Sun, 25 Jul 1993 08:20:10 -0500
Date: Sun, 25 Jul 1993 08:20:10 -0500
From: "John J. Grauer" <jjgg5251@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
Message-Id: <199307251320.AA26031@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Narrowness???
Status: O

I have enjoyed Castenada's books, both as they showed how one can view
"reality" in a very different way, and also as they explain techniques
that aid the individual in his/her striving to do so. Some of the
comments of Len Moskowitz, however, brought to mind a concern of mine.
I am always wary of religious claims that a particular way or path is
the only true way to salvation, enlightenment, etc. Some times, with
Castenada's later books the feeling comes across to me that he pictures
the sorcerer's way as the only true path to liberation, and that concerns me.
Am I misreading here. I would hardly think that the teachings of Zen, for
example, constitute a less valid path than that of the sorcerer. What
do you think? John Grauer.

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Sun Jul 25 12:58:12 1993
Received: from panix.com by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA12614; Sun, 25 Jul 93 11:58:17 -0500
Received: by panix.com id AA11224
  (5.65c/IDA-1.4.4 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Sun, 25 Jul 1993 12:58:12 -0400
From: Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
Message-Id: <199307251658.AA11224@panix.com>
Subject: Re: Narrowness???
To: jjgg5251@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (John J. Grauer)
Date: Sun, 25 Jul 1993 12:58:12 -0400 (EDT)
Cc: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
In-Reply-To: <199307251320.AA26031@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu> from "John J. Grauer" at Jul 25, 93 08:20:10 am
~Reply-To: moskowit@panix.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Length: 1184      
Status: O

John writes:

> I have enjoyed Castenada's books, both as they showed how one can view
> "reality" in a very different way, and also as they explain techniques
> that aid the individual in his/her striving to do so. Some of the
> comments of Len Moskowitz, however, brought to mind a concern of mine.
> I am always wary of religious claims that a particular way or path is
> the only true way to salvation, enlightenment, etc. Some times, with
> Castenada's later books the feeling comes across to me that he pictures
> the sorcerer's way as the only true path to liberation, and that concerns me.
> Am I misreading here. I would hardly think that the teachings of Zen, for
> example, constitute a less valid path than that of the sorcerer. What
> do you think? 

I don't get the feeling that Castaneda promotes the sorceror's path as
the only one.  It's just for those whom Spirit chooses for that path.

Once you get beyond a certain point, every spiritual path passes into
mystery and you can't even compare them much less say that they are
equally valid.

Maybe the lesson is to be discriminating in our choices yet remain open
to opportunites.


Len Moskowitz
moskowit@panix.com

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Sun Jul 25 14:28:42 1993
Date: Sun, 25 Jul 93 14:28:42 CDT
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Reply-To: sanders@bsdi.com
Organization: Berkeley Software Design, Inc.
Subject: Re: Experiences 
To: Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
In-reply-to: Your message of Sat, 24 Jul 93 22:31:02 EDT.
Status: O

> Tony Sanders writes:
> > Total perception, total awareness, total freedom.
...
> It's left as a mystery, no?
Correct, those are just words, the mystery is left for us to resolve.

[speaking of the Eagles rule]
> This implies that the old morbid sorcerors really knew everything. From
> the Jewish perspective those guys were on the wrong track.  There are
They did have direct contact with the Eagle/God/spirit but they didn't
have enough personal power to utilize that knowledge.  Don Juan says they
were on the wrong track also, but that it doesn't invalidate their findings.

Of course, this must all be validated personally, until then it's just talk.
It's possible that our confusion comes from talking and not doing :-)

> other sources (at least one) of energy that are less dangerous and that
> are not based on trying to gain power over other people. Isn't that's
> where all the sorcerors' knowledge comes from?
The knowledge comes directly from the Eagle.  The energy boost to move
the assemblage point for sorcery comes the inorganic beings.

I think what Don Juan is saying is that the inorganic beings are out there
waiting for us and they lend us their energy whether we like it or not
and only by having unbending intent for freedom can we avoid their traps.
The reason I like this interpretation is it fits in with the traditional
view of the devil tempting us (except there is no evil involved).  They
are just another bump on the road to freedom :-)

How do you tap the Eagles energy directly (which is to say how does the
Jewish faith address this)?  Don Juan says we are only alloted so much
energy and we waste it all.  You seem to be saying we can get a line of
credit with the Eagle :-)

> > I wonder if this bit has been left out of traditional religions because
> Or perhaps some of them knew (know) more than the sorcerors?  So far
> that's what I conclude.
I don't think it's a matter of knowledge, they probably all had direct
contact with the Eagle/God/spirit.  From there it's a matter of
interpretation and personal power.  I believe that modern religions have
the wrong interpretation as did the old sorcerors and that both suffer(ed)
from overactive egos.

> One thing that bothers me about Castaneda is that all his efforts are
> essentially selfish.  They don't help the world-at-large at all.  That
> worries me and makes me suspect.
I've concluded exactly the opposite.  Trying to help the world-at-large
is arrogant to the extreme and someone with that attitude would be exactly
the kind of person to be blinded by the promises of the inorganic beings.
It's a perfect trap.

> I think that those dunkings were to re-integrate him (to make him solid
> again) rather than to wash off any residue of the non-organic entities.
> Have you read this differently?
I can't find a reference but I'm sure I remember a couple of places where
it talks about this (I think once when castaneda gets in the green fog
while gazing at water and another somewhere in The Second Ring of Power).
Of course, the dunkings server both purposes.  Anyway, it's a minor point,
I just found it interesting.

--sanders

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Sun Jul 25 15:02:11 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA13035; Sun, 25 Jul 93 15:02:12 -0500
Message-Id: <9307252002.AA13035@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Narrowness??? 
In-Reply-To: Your message of Sun, 25 Jul 93 12:58:12 EDT.
Errors-To: sanders@BSDI.COM
Reply-To: sanders@bsdi.com
Organization: Berkeley Software Design, Inc.
Date: Sun, 25 Jul 1993 15:02:11 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

> John writes:
> 
> > I am always wary of religious claims that a particular way or path is
> > the only true way to salvation, enlightenment, etc. Some times, with

Len Moskowitz replies:
> I don't get the feeling that Castaneda promotes the sorceror's path as
> the only one.  It's just for those whom Spirit chooses for that path.
> 
> Once you get beyond a certain point, every spiritual path passes into
> mystery and you can't even compare them much less say that they are
> equally valid.
> 
> Maybe the lesson is to be discriminating in our choices yet remain open
> to opportunites.

Yes, Don Juan says "choose the path with heart".  The true path to freedom
is a very personal thing.  No one can tell you what that path is.
Zen teaches this also.

Everything in the Castaneda books are filtered through his experiences
(which are incomplete even for him!).

The bit of wisdom I get from the books is that we need personal power to
find our path that by being frugal with our energy (not being petty
and indulging) we can accumulate personal power.

Another way of looking at it is there actually is only one true path, but
we are alone in the universe so that path is ours alone.

--sanders

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Sun Jul 25 16:57:02 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA13228; Sun, 25 Jul 93 16:57:02 -0500
Message-Id: <9307252157.AA13228@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: forward from Wayne Cronin 
In-Reply-To: "Wayne Cronin"'s message of Sun, 25 Jul 93 11:32:52 CDT.
Errors-To: sanders@BSDI.COM
Reply-To: sanders@bsdi.com
Organization: Berkeley Software Design, Inc.
Date: Sun, 25 Jul 1993 16:57:02 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

> >DATE:   Fri, 23 Jul 1993 12:53:18 -0500
> >FROM:   Tony Sanders <sanders@BSDI.COM>

>  You also had your Florindas mixed up in another message I saw today.
>  Florinda Donner is in CC's group, the other Florinda is the one who
>  stayed behind from Don Juan's group (because she was closer to the
>  nagual Julian, as I recall). Both are still "here".
I'm sure that it is Florinda Grau that is in Castaneda's group (pages x
& xi in the Author's Note of The Art of Dreaming).  Florinda Donner (a
member of Don Juan's party, their #1 stalker, see the chapter "Florinda"
in The Eagles Gift) was the one left behind to help Castaneda's group
(but I can't find the reference to that event).

>  appearance by Abelar, Donner, and Carol Teigs (hmm, I thought Carol
>  was supposed to have left with Don Juan's group - maybe this is a
>  peculiarity of the rule for the three-pronged nagual, which we never
>  got to find out about).

SPOILER for The Art of Dreaming follows:

Carol Tiggs (according to the last chapter in The Art of Dreaming) "merged"
with the tenant and is "gone" from this world (it's not clear what that
is supposed to mean).  Given the context this would have happened before
Don Juan's party left (so before 1974 when Tales of Power was published).
Perhaps she is back now.

>    Castaneda Seminars. Study relevant applications
>    to daily living of the teachings of Don Juan.
>    Don Farber, M.A., San Francisco Bay Area.
>    415-383-3572
Anyone know anything about this?  Maybe I'll give them a call Monday
and see what's up.

--sanders

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Mon Jul 26 20:37:22 1993
Received: from Pollux.lu.se by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA15359; Mon, 26 Jul 93 13:35:35 -0500
Received: from jupiter-gw.pt.hk-r.se by Pollux.lu.se with SMTP
	(5.61-bind 1.4+ida/IDA-1.2.8) id AA01964; Mon, 26 Jul 93 20:35:27 +0200
Received: from elara.pt.hk-r.se by jupiter.pt.hk-r.se (4.1/SMI-4.1)
	id AA01573; Mon, 26 Jul 93 20:37:22 +0200
Date: Mon, 26 Jul 93 20:37:22 +0200
From: d90hs@pt.hk-r.se (Henrik Stroemberg)
Message-Id: <9307261837.AA01573@jupiter.pt.hk-r.se>
To: castaneda@austin.bsdi.com
Subject: site ?
Status: O

Hello !

Im new on the list and wondering if there are
a site with Castaneda related files ?

Interested also in the method they use for taking
the peyote cactus.

Please, email soon...

d90hs@pt.hk-r.se

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Mon Jul 26 16:24:54 1993
Received: from ns1.hh.ab.com by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA15794; Mon, 26 Jul 93 15:24:59 -0500
Received: from beauty.cs.hh.ab.com (beauty.cs.hh.ab.com [130.151.136.233]) by ns1.hh.ab.com (8.1C/5.5) with SMTP id QAA13986; Mon, 26 Jul 1993 16:24:56 -0400
Date: Mon, 26 Jul 1993 16:24:54 -0400 (EDT)
From: "You can't drown a man who's born to be hanged." <"ICCGCC::WALSHA"@beast.cs.hh.ab.com>
To: castaneda%austin.bsdi.com@ns1.hh.ab.com
X-Vmsmail-To: @CASTANEDA
Message-Id: <930726162454.2021a4d9@iccgcc.cs.hh.ab.com>
Subject: ways to view things
Status: O



I seem to have deleted Len's message which I wanted to comment on,
so let me try to reconstruct something interesting which he said:

In describing his experiance on seeing lines of energy in the sky,
Len wondered aloud whether this was a "physiological" phenomenon.

I think the possibility that has to be looked at is whether,
if we look for lines, circles, dancing flashing lights, or 
little green men, there's a tendancy to see what we believe
we will see. Once we leave behind the default reality - the
"normal" accepted way of looking at things - is there ONE reality
we meet, or is there an infinite number of possible realities
waiting for us? Do we form the "unseen" world into lines, circles,
or little green men through an act of volition? through the force
of our consciousness or expectation?

The universe seems to be a very fluid, consciousness-related 
thing, and will correspondingly provide evidence for any theory
projected upon it.

Len also wondered about Castaneda's purpose in writing these books.
Maybe it's just to show us another totally different way of viewing
reality. But I don't think Castaneda's way is THE *ONE* other way,
just one of countless views, all valid in their own way if you
add the ingrediant of belief.

   andy.


From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Mon Jul 26 23:36:44 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA16715; Mon, 26 Jul 93 23:36:44 -0500
Message-Id: <9307270436.AA16715@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Book hunting
Errors-To: sanders@BSDI.COM
Reply-To: sanders@bsdi.com
Organization: Berkeley Software Design, Inc.
Date: Mon, 26 Jul 1993 23:36:44 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

I went out hunting for books today and found an interesting one.  It's
called "Seeing Castaneda" by Danial Noel and it was published in 1976
(after Tales of Power).  It contains a collection of critical reviews,
correspondence and at least one interview with Carlos Castaneda with
narration and additional comments by Mr. Noel.  It contains positive and
negative views (on the balance it's positive stuff).

FYI: I'll be out of town from Tue 27 until the 31st.  I don't expect
any problems (my machine is very reliable and is on a UPS), but just in
case here is the current list (11 people now).

    Tony Sanders <sanders@bsdi.com>
    Osiel Bonfim <bonfim@xray.phys.uh.edu>
    Eric Lochner <lochner@fsuhep.physics.fsu.edu>
    Cheryl <citcbs@ccit.Arizona.EDU>
    Paul Dokas <pbd@runyon.cim.cdc.com>
    Wayne Cronin <p00361@psilink.com>
    Andy Walsh <walsha@cs.hh.ab.com>
    Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
    John J. Grauer <jjgg5251@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
    Frank G. Rogers <libfgr@gsusgi2.gsu.edu>
    Henrik Stroemberg <d90hs@pt.hk-r.se>

I also found a copy of "The Witch's Dream" by Florinda Donner.  I'll
read it on the plane and post a mini-review when I get back.  I'm going to
try and find Being-in-Dreaming and Sorcerer's Crossing while I'm up in
Boston.  Can't seem to track them down here.

--sanders

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Tue Jul 27 19:50:49 1993
Received: from uxa.cso.uiuc.edu by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA19123; Tue, 27 Jul 93 19:51:05 -0500
Received: by uxa.cso.uiuc.edu id AA09175
  (5.67a/IDA-1.5 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Tue, 27 Jul 1993 19:50:49 -0500
Date: Tue, 27 Jul 1993 19:50:49 -0500
From: "John J. Grauer" <jjgg5251@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
Message-Id: <199307280050.AA09175@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Castenada & Movies???
Status: O

I don't know of any official adaptations of Castenada's books, but I was 
wondering if any of you could name some movies that you felt captured the
spirit of Castenada's experiences and teachings. I would love to see
a good movie that at least seemed to be inspired by his work.
Any suggestions? Thanks, John........

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Mon Aug 23 20:15:30 1993
Received: from uxa.cso.uiuc.edu by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA19755; Mon, 23 Aug 93 20:15:46 -0500
Received: by uxa.cso.uiuc.edu id AA05808
  (5.67a/IDA-1.5 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Mon, 23 Aug 1993 20:15:30 -0500
Date: Mon, 23 Aug 1993 20:15:30 -0500
From: "John J. Grauer" <jjgg5251@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
Message-Id: <199308240115.AA05808@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Cast. & Movies
Status: O

Has anyone out there ever seen a movie that seemed to be inspired
by Castaneda's books--one that you enjoyed? Any recommendations?
Thanks, John... ... ...

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Mon Aug 23 20:52:55 1993
Received: from localhost by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA19922; Mon, 23 Aug 93 20:52:56 -0500
Message-Id: <9308240152.AA19922@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Books
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Mon, 23 Aug 1993 20:52:55 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>
Status: O

I finished reading these books this past week.
    The Witch's Dream, 1985, Florinda Donner
    Being-in-Dreaming, 1991, Florinda Donner
    Sorcerer's Crossing, 1992, Taisha Abelar

The Witch's Dream wasn't really closely related to the Castaneda books
but was still sort of interesting.  The other two books are interesting
because they give two different perspectives on the sorcerer's world (and
clear up a few things I was confused about, like where all the names come
from).

Everyone seems to be laying low.  Come on and post something to the list.
Has anyone else ever had a "Dreaming" or OOB experience?

Mail to castaneda-request@austin.bsdi.com for additions/deletions.

    +--+
    |  |____   ------------------------
  __|       |  Tony Sanders
  \         |  sanders@BSDI.COM
   \/\  * _/   Voice   + 1 512 251 1937
      \_ /
        \|


From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Tue Aug 24 10:57:03 1993
Received: from uxa.cso.uiuc.edu by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA24372; Tue, 24 Aug 93 10:57:33 -0500
Received: by uxa.cso.uiuc.edu id AA04283
  (5.67a/IDA-1.5 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Tue, 24 Aug 1993 10:57:03 -0500
Date: Tue, 24 Aug 1993 10:57:03 -0500
From: "John J. Grauer" <jjgg5251@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
Message-Id: <199308241557.AA04283@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Castenada & Movies
Status: O

Has anyone seen any movies they enjoyed that seem to deal with the
same subjects that Castaneda covers in his books (or maybe even
something that seems to have been inspired by him)? Thanks, John.

From castaneda@austin.bsdi.com Fri Nov  5 16:35:50 1993
Received: from BSDI.COM by austin.BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA00102; Fri, 5 Nov 93 17:35:28 -0600
Received: from indirect.com by BSDI.COM (5.67/1.37)
	id AA28309; Fri, 5 Nov 93 18:35:23 -0500
Received: by indirect.com id AA05656
  (5.65c/BP2.0-IDA-1.4.4 for sanders@bsdi.com); Fri, 5 Nov 1993 16:35:52 -0700
From: Wayne Cronin <wmc@indirect.com>
Message-Id: <199311052335.AA05656@indirect.com>
Subject: CC list still alive?
To: castaneda@BSDI.COM
Date: Fri, 5 Nov 93 16:35:50 MST
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.3 PL11]
Status: O


 Is the Castaneda list still alive?

 I sent a message a while back that I was SURE would generate
 some comment, but nothing!

 In case something went wrong, the following is the message I
 sent (please repost it if it didn't make it):

------------

 Since nothing has been said in this group for some time, I
 thought I'd post a few random musings in an attempt to get
 something going.

 Let's talk about some of the loose ends left after reading
 "The Art of Dreaming".

 What became of Carlos' original party (Pablito, Nestor, etc.)?
 When it was found that CC was the wrong nagual for them, I guess
 they became stranded! (Recall that Nestor did appear in either
 Abelar or Donner's book.) I was especially interested to hear
 more about the "little sisters".

 The "old" Florinda (from Don Juan's party) stayed behind to help
 guide all of DJ's apprentices, according to TAD. Maybe she will
 help CC's original group get free.

 Carol Tiggs was chosen as the nagual woman for the NEW party. We
 don't know whether or not there ever was a nagual woman for the
 original party. If there was, she should have left with Don Juan's
 group according to the 4-prong rule. But since CC turned out to be
 3-pronged, she might not have been able to.

 What will happen to the Blue Scout? And, if it is indeed female
 (it appeared as a little girl), why did the inorganic beings keep
 it? (Remember, they don't like females.)

 Carol disappeared (into the future?), but obviously returned, since
 she had a personal appearance here this summer. How/why she came
 back is not covered in the book.

 BTW, does anybody know of any other personal appearances? (The one
 I was refering to was here in Arizona this past July.)

 We still don't know anything about the 3-prong rule.

